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§ 160A-413.5.  Alternate inspection method for component or element. 

(a) Notwithstanding the requirements of this Article, a city shall accept, without further 

responsibility to inspect, a design or other proposal for a component or element in the 

construction of buildings from a licensed architect or licensed engineer provided all of the 

following apply: 

(1) The design or other proposal is completed under valid seal of the licensed 

architect or licensed engineer. 

(2) Field inspection of the installation or completion of the component or element 

of the building is performed by a licensed architect or licensed engineer or a 

person under the direct supervisory control of the licensed architect or licensed 

engineer. 

(3) The licensed architect or licensed engineer provides the city with a signed 

written document stating the component or element of the building so 

inspected under subdivision (2) of this subsection is in compliance with the 

North Carolina State Building Code or the North Carolina Residential Code 

for One- and Two-Family Dwellings. The inspection certification required 

under this subdivision shall be provided by electronic or physical delivery and 

its receipt shall be promptly acknowledged by the city through reciprocal 

means. 

(b) Upon the receipt of a signed written document as required under subsection (a) of this 

section, notwithstanding the issuance of a certificate of occupancy, the city, its inspection 

department, and the inspectors shall be discharged and released from any liabilities, duties and 

responsibilities imposed by this Article or in common law from any claim arising out of or 

attributed to the component or element in the construction of the building for which the signed 

written document was submitted. 

(c) Other than what may be required by subsection (a) of this section, no further 

certification by a licensed architect or licensed engineer shall be required for any component or 

element designed and sealed by a licensed architect or licensed engineer for the manufacturer of 

the component or element under the North Carolina State Building Code or the North Carolina 

Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings. 

(d) As used in this section, the following definitions shall apply: 

(1) Component. – Any assembly, subassembly, or combination of elements 

designed to be combined with other components to form part of a building or 

structure. Examples of a component include an excavated footing trench 

containing no concrete. 

(2) Element. – A combination of products designed to be combined with other 

elements to form all or part of a building component. 

Components and elements are not systems.  (2015-145, ss. 8.2, 9(c); 2017-130, ss. 1(b), 2(b), 

3(b), 4(b); 2018-29, ss. 1(a)-(e).) 


